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BOOKINGS & EVENTS                    
 
Convention Center Highlights 

 
The 100th Annual Holy Convocation of the Church of God in Christ brought more than 40,000 COGIC Saints to 

Memphis and the MCCC.  Presiding Bishop Charles Blake led the Convocation this year.   
NSA’s Annual Homecoming Leadership Conference returned to the MCCC and attracted nearly 9,000 attendees 

who filled more than 5,000 hotel rooms in Memphis.  NSA comes back to Memphis for 2008 and 2009. 
The National Civil Rights Museum honored President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf , first female president of Liberia, 

civil rights activist and author, Dr. John Hope Franklin and NBA star Earvin "Magic" Johnson, Jr. at its Freedom Awards Gala 
in the Ballroom of the Convention Center in front of a record attendance of 1,800. 

The National Native American Law Enforcement Association held its Annual Convention at the Center for nearly 
1,000 attendees from around the nation. 
 
Cannon Center Highlights 
 

The Memphis Symphony Orchestra continues to attract record crowds at its Cannon Center performances which 
included Handel’s Messiah with the Symphony Chorus.  This is the 2nd annual presentation of the Messiah organized and 
sponsored by the Memphis Based Orphanos Foundation, which benefits orphanages in Central and South America.  Also 
playing at the Cannon Center this past fall were The Doodlebops, Jeffery Dunham, The Moscow Ballet’s Nutcracker, J. 
Anthony Brown, Junie B. Jones and Theater Classic Productions. 

 

CORPORATE INITIATIVES 
 

SMG Enters the Asian Market 
 
SMG is proud to announce that the company has been awarded a contract by Beijing North Star to offer consulting 

service and market the new China National Convention Center in Beijing.  The “CNCC” is the new exhibition and convention 
center in the heart of the 2008 Olympic Green.  The venue will serve as the media center as well as host select indoor sporting 
events for the Beijing Olympics.  With prime convention and exhibit space totaling over 500,000 square feet (50,000 square 
meters), the CNCC will host some of China’s most important exhibitions, conventions and congresses when the facility reverts 
to its permanent use on July 1, 2009, after post-Olympic renovations are completed.  The China National Convention Center 
project is being developed by Beijing North Star Company Limited, who has been awarded the master plan development 
contract for the Olympic Green, alongside BNS’ existing Beijing International Convention Center and Crowne Plaza Park 
View Wuzhou Beijing. 

 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
   
“Books for Bikes” Campaign a Huge Success 
 

The Staff of the Memphis Cook Convention Center has adopted Carnes Elementary as its Adopt-a-School and for 
the 4th Annual Books for Bikes Drive was able to collect enough bicycle donations and funds to provide 60 new bicycles to 
the school’s 1st through 5th  graders. “We created Books for Bikes as a way to help encourage the kids at the school to read,” 
said Pierre Landaiche, SMG’s General Manager at the Convention Center.   

Carnes Elementary Principal, Terry Boone and his staff monitored his student’s efforts.  “We tracked each student 
and the number of books they read through our Accelerated Reader Program,” he said.  “This year 300 students participated 
and they read a record number of books – more than 3,200!” Boone added, “It’s not just about reading the most books; it’s 
about reading at your level and understanding what you’re reading.”   

Major Books for Bikes Sponsors included Hicks Convention Services, Jodie’s Pest Control, community activist 
Tony Bologna and the Memphis Rotary Club, who donated the first bike to the Campaign. 


